MAJHI INTERNATIONAL ART
RESIDENCY PROGRAM IN BERLIN
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CURATOR
Zippora Elders

PARTICIPATING ARTISTS

ORAWAN ARUNRAK ++ JOHANNES BUTTNER ++ OMAR CHOWDHURY
++ RAJKAMAL KAHLON ++ BELLE PHROMCHANYA ++ BUSSARAPORN
THONGCHAI ++ UMUT YASAT

The Durjoy Bangladesh Foundation (DBF) is very pleased to host the second edition of the Majhi International Art
Residency Program in 2020.

Majhi International Art Residency takes place between August 24th and September 12th in Berlin, where with
seven international artists we will reflect upon the question “How to shape a society of care? On kinship and mul-
tiple homes”, conceived by this edition’s curator Zippora Elders. The selected artists form an international group
with diverse backgrounds and practices.
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From August 24th the artists will bring together their work and have conversations following the program the
curator proposed for the 2020 edition of Majhi. During the first weeks, the residency program foresees periodic
discussion rounds between the curator and the artists with guest participants that meet this edition’s guiding
question, such as the artists Willem de Rooij and Tonny
Nowshin. Further invitees are Melanie Bonajo, Nguyén
+ Transitory, and the collective Soy Division. Conversa- -
tions will revolve around processes of decolonisation z : Y
in institutions, sharing crafts and food between com- L b :]_ -
munities, future technology, and care, and integrating i —
climate activism in art practices.
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Following the first weeks of the residency, a presen-
tation will be on show for the audience between Sep-
tember 10th and 12th. The adjoining public program,
also carefully taking restrictions around Covid-19 into
account, will include performances and artists talks by
three of the discussion-round guests: Nguyén + Transitory, Tonny Nowshin, and Soy Division. Majhi’s closing
exhibition overlaps with the Gallery Weekend and the Art Week events, both profiting from and collaborating
with the Berliner artistic scene at the period.

Majhi International Art Residency Program fits the purposes of DBF by being an international platform that
promotes creative connections and cultural exchange. Through the encounters between international working
artists, the project hopes to provide the participating artists with the opportunity to engage in a mutually bene-
ficial experience. Last but not least, the artists are encouraged to explore relevant current topics encompassing
contemporary art.

The curator Zippora Elders states: ,,Central to the exchanges
during these weeks is the guiding question: how to shape a
society of care? The residency is formed around internatio-
nal artists and collectives meeting in Berlin. Together ideas
on future and kinship will be discussed in the context of ha-
ving multiple homes and knowledge systems while pursuing
a practice from Europe. The outcome is a public program
with exhibition, talks, and performances showing a variety
of artistic attitudes, yet a shared conversation on diasporas,
resonance and dissonance, global climate, and local time.*

The Berliner edition of the Majhi International Art Residency
Program is the second of a series of brief artistic residencies to be promoted by DBF annually for 10 years. The
first edition was curated by Caterina Corni and held in 2019 in Venice at the same time as that year’s Venice Art
Biennale.

DBF believes that artistic residencies play an important role in promoting artists’ curiosity to move across the
world and in encouraging reflections upon important contemporary issues. Thus, artistic and cultural dialogue
can increase the understanding between countries and cultures.
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Durjoy Rahman, founder of DBF, says: ,Despite the current uncertainty it is important to us to materialize the
International Majhi Art Residency 2020 in Berlin. The term Majhi means boatman in Bengali and corresponds
to the somewhat folkloric figure who is ferrying people from one destination to another. The residency project
usually relies on a traveling format, bringing together artists from South Asia and Europe, to gather experiences
from one edition to the next. Battling the challenges of organising the residency in 2020, Majhi shows that art
can resist the difficulties brought by the pandemic. | am very optimistic that Majhi Art Residency can make a dif-
ference by creating a unique opportunity for harmony between East and West.“

INFORMATION

Public Exhibition Location

September 10 — 12, 2020 Der Bogen

Opening hours (Residency & Exhibition Venue)
12-9 pm An der Michaelbrucke 1

10179 Berlin
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